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Scripture 

29The next day he saw Jesus coming toward him and declared, 

“Here is the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world! 
30This is he of whom I said, ‘After me comes a man who ranks 

ahead of me because he was before me.’ 31I myself did not know 

him; but I came baptizing with water for this reason, that he 

might be revealed to Israel.” 32And John testified, “I saw the 

Spirit descending from heaven like a dove, and it remained on 

him. 33I myself did not know him, but the one who sent me to 

baptize with water said to me, ‘He on whom you see the Spirit 

descend and remain is the one who baptizes with the Holy 

Spirit.’ 34And I myself have seen and have testified that this is 

the Son of God.” 35The next day John again was standing with 

two of his disciples, 36and as he watched Jesus walk by, he 

exclaimed, “Look, here is the Lamb of God!”  

37The two disciples heard him say this, and they followed Jesus. 
38When Jesus turned and saw them following, he said to them, 

“What are you looking for?” They said to him, “Rabbi” (which 

translated means Teacher), “where are you staying?” 39He said 

to them, “Come and see.” They came and saw where he was 

staying, and they remained with him that day. It was about four 

o’clock in the afternoon. 40One of the two who heard John speak 

and following him was Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother. 41He first 

found his brother Simon and said to him, “We have found the 

Messiah” (which is translated Anointed). 42He brought Simon to 

Jesus, who looked at him and said, “You are Simon son of John. 

You are to be called Cephas” (which is translated Peter).  

This is the word of God. 

OPENING PRAYER  

Creator God, open our eyes to see you today; open our ears to 
hear your Word; open our hands to opportunities of generosity. 
Bless us with your presence wherever we are worshiping you 
this morning. In Christ’s name we pray. Amen. 

LIGHTING OF THE CHRIST CANDLE 

Light a candle in your home to remind you that God is present. 

CALL TO WORSHIP  
Hear these words, all peoples! 
God has given us work to do. 
God has called each of us 
before we were even born. 
It was God who named us. 
It is God who claims us. 
To be a light to all nations. 
And a light to the world. 
Let us shine our light and sing of our praise to the One who has 
gathered us as one people. 

CALL TO CONFESSION 
With our feet still wet from the waters of our baptism, we 
continue to turn away from the new life offered to us. Ever 
dependent on the grace of God, let us affirm our brokenness 
and trust God’s goodness to carry us through to a new day, with 
a new name, and a new song. 

  



PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
God of our baptismal waters, you have called us to new life 
and transformation, but we are still stuck in our old ways. We 
see committees where you see collaboration. We see elected 
leaders where you see a priesthood of all believers. We see 
people sitting in the pews where you see people witnessing in 
the world. Drench us in your grace; commission us in your 
Spirit; make us one in Christ. Show us your way in the world 
and for the world. 

ASSURANCE OF PARDON  
God of our baptismal hope, hold our gaze on your baptismal 
promise sealed in the life, death, and resurrection of your Son. 
Through the power of your Spirit, give us the courage to speak 
what we have seen and point to the One who takes away the 
sins of the world. In the name of your son, Jesus Christ, we pray. 
Amen. 

*RESPONSE   Gloria Patri      No. 581 
The Gloria Patri is a shortened form of the Gloria in Excelsis. It acknowledges 
with thanks and joy that we are beneficiaries of the unmerited gift of God’s 
mercy, and concludes our gathering time, preparing us to listen for God’s Word. 

Proclaim God’s Word 

SCRIPTURE READING I Corinthians 1:1-9 
Response: The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 

Take a moment to say a prayer for our Sunday School kids, your 
local elementary school, and children around the world. Jesus 
loves them, this we know! 
SCRIPTURE READING John 1:29-42 
Response: The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 

THE MESSAGE “Called and Equipped”  
When I was in high school driver’s education, one of our 
assignments was to learn how to change a tire. Or, rather, it was 
to actually change a tire. Because one never knows when that 
day will happen, driving along some deserted road with no 
phone or AAA to call upon. This was not an assignment I wanted 
to do, nor felt equipped to do. I’m not mechanical by nature, 
nor do I like to get my hands dirty. Well, there were lots of 
reasons that I could come up with for not responding to this 
call. Needless to say, my Dad helped me with it—ok, confession, 
he did most of it! Funny thing, in all these years I’ve never had 
to change a tire (nor do I want to learn!). To be called and 
equipped for mundane tasks is one thing. We can choose to 
respond and learn how to do the task. Or not. But to be called 
and equipped by God is something entirely different. 

Take a moment and think back to when you have been called 
by God to a faith task and the ways you felt (or did not feel) 
equipped to carry out that task. 

It’s not so easy to identify a call from God. Sometimes it comes 
to us as we are listening to a story of a humanitarian crisis, or 
reading scripture, praying, words from a friend, maybe a 
whisper, or maybe a shout. The clearest call I ever knowingly 
received from God were the simple words, “why not?” while 
walking to church one Sunday. I had been pondering some 
drastic changes in my life, coming up with all sorts of reasons of 
“why not” reasons, and now, the words shouted to me again, 
but with a different tone. From “I can give you all the reasons 
why not,” to “well, why not? What is really standing in the 
way?” That’s the strange way how God can change up our 
words so we hear them differently.  

Jesus says to John’s disciples, “What are you looking for?” They 
respond with “where are you staying.” What a funny exchange. 



Remember, this is the Gospel of John, so it’s ok for us to read a 
bit between the lines and listen for the “insider wisdom.” What 
are you looking for? Well, Jesus knows exactly what they are 
looking for, even if they don’t. I love their response, though. 
Perhaps they were caught off guard with the question. “Ah, 
well, hey, where are you staying?” But, they were looking, so we 
should give them some credit here.  

We do need to be looking and listening every day for how God 
might be calling us into something new. It might be something 
small or momentary, or it might be life changing, or perhaps 
something in between. If we are not looking for God’s call 
specifically to us as individuals and as a congregation, we won’t 
see! 

So, Jesus responds with “come and see.” Come and see indeed! 
They hang around with Jesus only until late afternoon, and they 
are already catching on that this IS the Messiah. That’s pretty 
quick, so John the Baptist really did some good work helping 
them to know what to look for. When God calls, things begin to 
happen pretty quickly. 

Thinking back on a time when you felt called by God, what 
happened next? What clues or signs began to show the way, 
even if the end goal wasn’t in sight? 

These two disciples begin a chain of events by inviting, or 
calling, others to “come and see.” Not much following yet, just 
come and see. And so began their calling into leadership—filled 
with much learning, trials and tribulations, turning back and 
turning away, turning around, and going forward into the 
unknown. To lead in ministry doesn’t mean you have all the 
answers or even know what the questions are. Rather, it means 
you cannot help but be drawn into God’s work. You are 
compelled to “come and see” and to help others find the way. 

But notice, no one was given a preliminary exam to see if they 
were qualified for the tasks ahead. No one needed to present a 
resume of experience for leadership. In so many ways, none of 
those called into discipleship were initially equipped for the 
work. And, yet, they were always given what they needed and 
grew into what was needed. 

No one was called specifically to serve on a committee, Session, 
or Deacons (well, I concede that one). They were called into the 
overall and overarching work of Jesus Christ. Now, the fact that 
humans need to gather together and create some structure is 
human nature. But Jesus works pretty well without a lot of 
structure. But as Presbyterians, we believe that God works in 
and through our need to assemble, support, nurture, worship, 
and serve. From our Book of Order: 

Christ calls the Church into being, giving it all that is necessary 
for its mission in the world, for its sanctification, for its service to 
God. Christ is present with the Church in both Spirit and Word. 
Christ alone rules, calls, teaches, and uses the Church as he wills. 
The Church is the body of Christ. Christ gives to the Church all the 
gifts necessary to be his body. [therefore]… 

The Church is to be a community of faith, entrusting itself to God 
alone, even at the risk of losing its life. 

The Church is to be a community of hope, rejoicing in the sure 
and certain knowledge that, in Christ, God is making a new 
creation…. The Church lives in the present on the strength of that 
promised new creation. 

The Church is to be community of love…and a community of 
witness, pointing beyond itself through word and work to the 
good news of God’s transforming grace in Christ Jesus its Lord. 

No one is really equipped for any of what God calls us to do in 
and for the world. We rely on God, therefore, not ourselves, to 



respond to the call and to serve as and where needed. We are 
drawn into God’s work, we cannot help but to “come and see” 
what God is up to in our faith community, and through the work 
of our faith community. Perhaps how we feel called individually 
contributes to where we serve communally. Sometimes it works 
the other way around.  
 
Our church is in a crisis of leadership. There is no kinder way to 
say this. Nor are we alone in this situation. All churches are 
struggling to carry out the work the church has been called to.  

 We are wearing down good people.  

 We are compartmentalizing our service rather than 
investing ourselves in the overall and overarching work 
of Jesus Christ.  

 Too often, we choose to serve ourselves and our needs 
first, rather than taking the church out into the 
community to serve others.  

We need people who are willing to “come and see” and to step 
into the unknown with us and with Jesus. We need people to 
lead.  
 
Whatever way we tackle this crisis in the Church, though, it’s 
not really about us. The Church is about the ministry of Jesus 
Christ in the world. The Messiah. This is our mission. Amen. 
 

 Give Thanks to God 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND PASTORAL PRAYER 
Please pray for: 

 Our homebound members, Char and Bob Freitag, and Biz 
Williamson. While they may not be physically present with 
us on Sunday mornings, they pray for us and love West 
Side. 

 Please continue to pray for the Duceys and all those on our 
prayer list. God will supply all their needs, but lifting them 
into your prayers brings them into the healing fold of the 
community of faith. 

 Pray for your family, friends, and neighbors. 

 Pray for people and places in the community where you 
are involved. 

 Pray for one place in the world that struggles with war, 
disease, natural disaster, hunger, or injustice. 

 Pray for one group or person in the world that is helping to 
make a difference. 

Conclude with the Lord’s Prayer. 

MINUTE FOR MISSION 

You are the minute for mission today. How might you help lead 
our congregation into the future? How might you help relieve 
the burden of leadership from those who have long served in 
that capacity? How might you step out of your own comfort 
zone and reconnect with all the ministry of our congregation? 
Listen for God’s call to you. Prayerfully consider your response. 

OFFERING 
God has equipped us to give of not only our treasure, but our 
time and talent. And not only to the church, but in our 
community and world. Make a list of all the ways you give of 
yourself for God’s glory. Give thanks to God! 
 
Continued>> 



Go Forth Into the World 

*A PARTING HYMN “We Are One in the Spirit” No. 300 
We are One in The Spirit,  
We are One in The Lord.  
We are One in The Spirit,  
We are One in The Lord.  
And we pray that all unity may one day be restored.  

 
Chorus  
And they'll know we are Christians by our love,  
By our Love,  
Yes they'll know we are Christians by our love.  
  
We will work with each other,  
We will work side by side.  
We will work with each other,  
We will work side by side.  
And we'll guard each man's dignity  
And save each man's pride.  

 
Chorus  

 
We will work with each other,  
We will work side by side.  
We will work with each other,  
We will work side by side.  
And we'll guard each man's dignity  
And save each man's pride.  

 
Chorus  

 

We will walk with each other,  
We will walk hand in hand.  
We will walk with each other,  
We will walk hand in hand.  

And together we'll spread the News  
that God is in our land. 

*THE BENEDICTION 

May the love of God, the grace of Jesus Christ, and the calling, 
equipping Spirit be with you now and always. May we gather in 
worship next week in our Sanctuary as God’s called community 
of faith. Amen. 

 
*PASSING OF THE PEACE  
 “May the Peace of Christ be with you.” Please share the peace 
with someone today. 

 


