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Rev. Debbie Garber Voted as “Called and Installed” 

On January 29, 2017, the congregation voted to “call and install” Rev. 
Debbie Garber. This call and install is different from her current position 
as Designated Pastor for a two-year term (which officially ends in 
April). A Designated call is similar to a temporary call in that it is an 
established contract for a specific period of time. In addition, it allows a 
congregation to begin developing a longer-term relationship with a 
pastor, and vice versa. A “called and installed” position is a regular, 
open-ended pastoral position, reflecting the congregation’s and pastor’s 
shared leap of faith together into the future.  

In consultation with the Session and as our Called and Installed pastor, 
Pastor Debbie will focus on goals in three categories: building and 
strengthening connections, developing congregational leadership, and 
stimulating vitality. Of course, many of the traditional and necessary 
roles as pastor will continue, such as participating in the life of the 
congregation, providing pastoral care, preaching and planning worship, 
teaching discipleship, moderating Session, ensuring all required and 
necessary policies and procedures are established and followed, 
participating in the Presbytery and PCUSA, connecting with local clergy 
and non-profits, supervising staff, and any other responsibility as 
outlined in our Book of Order. 

However, you might see some changes along the way: she may not be 
found in the office as much (because she will be helping make 
connections for us in the community); she may not be front and center in 
worship as much (because we will be leading more of worship), and she 
will be talking more about vitality rather than growth (because growth 
is more than just numbers, it is about increasing the energy, passion, 
and intention behind everything we do). 

The ministry of the pastoral position and the congregation is a shared 
responsibility, not just in the daily workings of the church, but in 
visioning, discerning, and passion. We serve Christ first, for the glory of 
God, and inspired by the Holy Spirit. May the years ahead be fruitful 
and joyful! 

 

 

 

DAYLIGHT 

SAVINGS 

MARCH 12 

Set your clock 

ahead one hour on 

March 11 or you’ll 

be late to church!
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The Practice of Radical Hospitality
As a sign of radical hospitality, we have asked 
cub reporter Craig Chappell to take on the task 
of helping us get to know new and long-time 
congregants. 

Meet the Debbie Liddel!  

 

There was a time when West Side Ruling Elder 
Debbie Liddel did not attend church, but never 
a time “when I didn’t know Jesus.” She 
regained interest in organized religion when 
her sister entered a PCUSA seminary around 
2007. And it has been full steam ahead ever 
since Debbie joined West Side in 2008.  

You see, Debbie’s on a journey, a several-year 
quest called the PCUSA’s Commissioned 
Ruling Elder program. This rigorous program 
involves 24 classes offered by the Presbytery of 
Northern Kansas, plus several online classes 
offered through Dubuque Seminary, topped 
off by a nine-month internship. You may 
remember Topekans Gregg Van Sickle and 
Steve Skrzypek (ZER-peck) who were in the 
CRE program and interned at West Side.  

Once Debbie completes the CRE program, 
she’ll have options. She could become a 
director of Christian education at a church, 
work in another capacity at the presbytery or 
synod level, or become a lay pastor, most likely 
on a part-time basis at a small church. She 
prefers the latter option.   

“I feel called to do something more,” says 
Debbie, 61. “This is the path I was led to.” 
Long pause. “I wish I had gone to seminary.” 

Debbie is a 1973 graduate of Springdale, 
Arkansas, High School. She attended 
Presbyterian-affiliated Coe College in Cedar 
Rapids, Iowa, on a Presbyterian scholarship. 
She majored in political science, intending to 
go to law school. But when she learned from a 
friend who had dropped out of law school 
after one year that it was the hardest year of his 
life, she forgot about law school.  

Debbie met and married Bruce Liddel at Coe. 
After graduation, they moved to Lawrence 
where Bruce was the recording engineer at a 
recording studio. They’ve been here ever since, 
working various jobs. For example, Debbie has 
owned a pest-control company and a tax-
preparation business. More recently she was 
the registrar for Pinnacle Career Institute in 
Lawrence.    

Debbie now works out of the home as a tax 
preparer but wants something more. 
Something with paid health insurance, for 
instance. Her COBRA health insurance 
premiums are expensive but she realizes 
having no COBRA coverage could be more so 
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should catastrophic illness strike Bruce or 
Debbie or both. 

“We’ll be okay. We’ll make it. I’m not sure 
what I want to do. But I’m picky,” Debbie 
admits. In the meantime, Pastor Debbie and 
Elder Debbie (now affectionately known as PD 
and ED, respectively) plus the rest of the West 
Side elders are working on the problems of 
declining membership and finances.   

“I think we’ve got to get outside these four 
walls and show the community who we are,” 
she says of West Side’s desire to attract new 
blood. 

Lawrence Religious Scene (citydata.com) 

 

The Practice of 
Extravagant Generosity 

 

Lent is traditionally a season of fasting and 
prayer. During this time, Christians pay close 
attention to spiritual disciplines that deepen 
our understanding of what God is doing in our 
lives and in the world. As a church, we spend 
time together hearing about and praying for 
the ministries of compassion and justice done 
through our support of One Great Hour of 
Sharing.  

Jesus’ ministry was among those who were 
most vulnerable. He preached good news to 
the poor and release to the captives. One Great 
Hour of Sharing helps us share this same good 
news to those same vulnerable people in our 
world today: those who are hungry, who are 
suffering from disaster, who are dealing with 
oppression in society.  

Every gift made to this offering will meet the 
needs of people, and you will hear about just a 
few of these individuals over the coming 
weeks in minutes for mission. These stories 
will help us to see the face of those whose lives 
have been changed by our gifts, but they are 
only a few of the thousands and thousands of 
people served in this important ministry.  

We will receive our OGHS offering on Palm 
Sunday and Easter Sunday.  
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The Practice of Passionate 
Worship 
LENT 

 

March 5 – 1st Sunday in Lent, Communion 
Temptation of Jesus in the wilderness,  
Matt 4:1-11 

 
March 12 – 2nd Sunday in Lent 
Nicodemus comes to Jesus in the night, 
John 3:1-17 
 
March 19 – 3rd Sunday in Lent 
The Samaritan woman at the well,  
John 4:1-42 
 
March 26 – 4th Sunday in Lent 
The blind man who received sight, John 
9:1-41 
 
April 1, Saturday, 10am – Art banner 
project.  

We’ll explore the image of “thorns” and 
create a sanctuary banner for the Easter 
season to remind us of our Lenten journey 
and the hope that blooms amid the thorns.  
 
April 2 – 5th Sunday in Lent, Communion 
Lazarus, Mary, and Martha, John 11:1-45 
 
HOLY WEEK 

Palm Sunday, April 9 
Jesus enters Jerusalem, Matt 21:1-17  
 
Holy Tuesday, April 11, Lenten Service 
and Lunch 
Pastor Debbie will be preaching on 
Tuesday of Holy Week Noon service at the 
downtown Lenten series at First United 
Methodist Church. We are partnered with 
First Presbyterian to provide lunch that 
day. 
 
Good Friday, April 14, Sanctuary, 7:00pm 
The Passion, John 18:1-19:42 
 
EASTER, April 16, 9:55am Worship 
Come early for Fellowship time and hot 
cross (or resurrection) buns and juice 
before worship. In worship we will 
transition from Good Friday to Easter,  
and bring back our Alleluias. Pastor Debbie 
will tell the Easter story with colored eggs, 
and the kids will use them to symbolize the 
opening of the tomb. Kids can take home 
an Easter treat basket after worship.  
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The Practice of Intentional 
Faith Development 
Thorny Encounter Conversations 
Each Gospel story during Lent addresses a 
“thorny” encounter that Jesus has with another 
person or group. Join us at Spin Pizza on 
Wakarusa (by Walmart) for an informal 
continuing conversation about the Gospel 
reading, sermon, Lent, and faith. Kids, young 
adults, and parents, young and old, long-
timers and newcomers, visitors, your 
neighbors, everyone is invited! We will meet 
on March 19 (at Noon), March 26 and April 2 
(after worship). 
 

Baptism and Membership 
Are you interested in being baptized or joining 
West Side in membership? Easter is the perfect 
time to be welcomed into life in Christ and the 
church.  

Those interested in baptism (for themselves or 
their children), or those already baptized who 
would like to join the church, are encouraged 
to talk with Pastor Debbie as to the process. 
While baptism and membership can be 
scheduled at any time, we would love to do 
this on Easter, as a visible celebration of our 
new life in Christ and as a community of faith. 

The Practice of Risk-Taking 
Mission 
Do you have an idea for a Saturday mission / 
service project here in Lawrence or nearby that 
we could do in March or April?  

It should be: 

 Intergenerational (ways for all ages and 
abilities to participate) and open to 
invite friends, family, neighbors to join 
with us. 

 Not on church grounds and not for us! 

 Serving the immediate needs of a non-
profit organization (could also be a 
school) 

Bring your ideas to Pastor Debbie! 
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Mark Your Calendar 
Sundays in March 
Mar. 5 First Sunday Lent, Communion;  

Nominating Committee before  
worship; Congregational Meeting  
after worship, followed by  
New Officer Training 

Mar. 12 Daylight Savings! 
 Second Sunday Lent 

Jon Snyder presentation after 
worship on trip to Greece and 
Turkey in Fellowship Hall 

Mar. 19 Third Sunday Lent; 
Debbie Liddel preaching; 
Post-Worship Fellowship to 
welcome new Session and Board of 
Deacons; Thorny Encounters 
conversation over lunch at Spin 
Pizza at Noon. 

Mar. 26 Fourth Sunday Lent; 
 Thorny Encounters conversation  
 over lunch at Spin Pizza following 
 worship. 
 
Other Dates 
Mar. 8 Girl’s Night Out, Hyvee 23rd 
Mar. 9 LINK 
Mar. 15 Women’s Circles, 9:30am 
Mar. 20 Men’s Lunch, Perkins, Noon 
Bell Choir, Wednesdays @ 6:30pm 
 

Mark your calendar for Saturday, April 8, Yard 
Cleanup at the church. All hands on deck! 
Details in April newsletter. 

 
Outside Groups 
Girl Scouts, Sundays 12th and 26th 
Boy Scouts, Mondays @ 7:00pm 
       Eagle Scout Court of Honor, Mar 26, 2pm 
           Scout cabin, reception in Fellowship Hall 

 

 


